
As part of our topic studies 
this term we have been 
exploring Ko Wai Mātou. 
Who are we? The tamariki 
have been learning about 
where we live and what 
are the important features 
of our environment. Rooms 
1,2,3 and 12 went on a 
hīkoi to the local river and 
learnt about river health 
and how we can care for 
and protect rivers, streams 
and waterways.  Huge 
thanks to Richard Carr 
from Enviroschools for 
leading this. 

 

What’s happening at Marfell?   
Week 8   Term 1  2022

MANA Leaders

Ms Kerry Gibbons  Enrichment - Ready Steady Cook

Up Coming Events
Fridays
Violin Lessons with Wellington
These occur from 9.15-11pm for those children who have 
indicated an interest.

Thursday 14th April
Term One Ends
School closed for the holidays

Friday 15th April - Good Friday
Sunday 17th April - Easter Sunday
Monday 18th April - Easter Monday

Tuesday 2nd May
Term 2 Begins.
School starts 9am for all tamariki.

Reminders to Parents…
School Photos
Due to the impact of Omicron causing a huge amount of 
absences we have postponed school photos until a 
further date. We will advise this when the date is 
confirmed.

Newsletters, Notices and Emails
From next term we will be emailing emails and notices to 
whanau.  Paper copies will be phased out over the 
course of next term and we aim to be only emailing by 
term 3.  This is important in not only reducing our 
footprint on the earth but also to ensure that families 
receive all the information (no lost newsletters!) 

PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS TO THE 
SCHOOL OFFICE ASAP.

Kia ora, Talofa lava, Kia orana, Fakalofa lahi atu, Mabuhay, Saludos para ti, Bula vinaka, Aubovan
The term continues with learning in full swing - either in the classroom or virtually for those isolating. The pool is 
still being used - the Whare Manaaki are a hardy lot! Fruit in schools has been delivered for most of the term - 
Piripi, Keira and Mikayla are showing us how they munch on carrots!  We are loving the new turf and it is lovely to 
see the tamariki running around and utilising this facility.

Kelli and Andrew

Room 6 and the Teddy Bears Picnic

Netball
Netball Taranaki came in this 
week and offered a 
comprehensive training 
session to all older tamariki 
who are interested in netball 
for the upcoming season. The 
session upskilled players and 
taught fundamentals of the 
game as well as the 
importance of fitness. The 
tamariki thoroughly enjoyed 
the session and learnt a lot. 
We predict we will have strong 
players for our netball team 
this season!

Hīkoi Tō Tātou Awa - Mangaotuku



Great Achievements

We have seen so many examples of amazing work this 
week!  It is so wonderful to see tamariki taking so much 
pride and care with their learning. 

 

GRAVE CONCERNS … Part 3
Last week we talked about our tamariki needing a balanced 
parenting approach with warmth and rules so that they know 
love and affection as well as rules and boundaries. It is our 
job as parents to teach children how to successfully 
navigate the world and know how to manage their thoughts 
and feelings. 

This week we are exploring the detrimental effects of too 
much screen time. 

"Neuroscience of Device Zombies"
By Kathryn Berkett

 https://www.engagetraining.co.nz/online-resources.
Kathryn Berkett has presented an extremely interesting 
TED Talk on this issue. It is well worth a listen and is 

easily found online if googled.

Digital technology has a lot of positive features. It links us 
to the wider world and can be used a as a research tool to 
explore current issues, understand situations and develop 

caring and empathy for others. 

However too much use of social media and repetitive 
actions on devices affects how the brain develops. It affects 

social relationships and skills through alienation from 
actual people, exposure to negative messages and anti 

social behaviours and limits the development of creativity 
and individual thought. Many many games are based 

around violence and anti-social behaviours. These limit 
and change how children act in the world. One example of 

this is that the rate of car chases with people running 
from police have risen sharply since the introduction of 

specific games. 

Lastly, time on devices does not develop those all 
important life skills of physical activity - eg balance, 
climbing running, it limits social interactions and 

knowing how to interact with other people. It also does not 
teach children how to deal with challenges and failures.

It is so very very important that children spend no more 
than an hour a day with free time on devices.  In order for 

our children to succeed they need so much for from life.

Certificates and MANA points.
10 MANA Points Certificates - Mikayla Elliot-Millar, Peyton 
Vedder, Locky Collinson, Shaolin Tako-Tui, Starlya Thomson

20 MANA Points Certificates - Keiliaah Nicholls, Eli 
Mackay, Ivy-Jade Vedder, Leyana Hunia, Teiya Walker

Happy Healthy Learners - Thom Lander, Auron 
Tako-Bibby, Aaliyah Armstrong, Starlya Thomson, Henry 
Tongi
 

An excellent achievement. Congratulations to you all. 
   

Unicycling with Rowan Chivers

Check out Facebook for more updates!

Pest Free Taranaki Experts, Kiera, Raven 
& Keiliaah in Ruma Kotahi. 

We are now 1 rat and 1 mouse less!

Brooklyn Harrington Room 3 Created this 
amazingly detailed cartoon. Ka Pai Brooklyn

Ruma Tahi have been 
learning to write 
adventure stories. They 
all created a wonderful 
character that the stories 
were based around. 

Mikayla Elliot-Millar 
(Room 1) has made Lily. 
Lily went into a dark cave 
with stars and met 
monsters! Very scary!

Auron wrote his 
adventure story 
about Sonic.exe. 
Sonic went to a lush 
cave and was 
almost killed by 
skeleton arrows!

Tristan Green has 
completed some 
excellent math 
consolidation. 
This was a lot of 
work and he 
showed a great 
deal of MANA. 

https://www.engagetraining.co.nz/online-resources

